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PEOPLE

Population 
growth

• Mega cities
• Poverty
• Polution
• Pressure  on natural  

resources
• Fresh water shortage 

/Salt water intrusion
• Waste
• Subsidence

• Sea level rise
• Changing hydro/meteo  

dynamics
• Floods
• Droughts
• Urban Floods

• Need for continuous 
expansion and improvement  
of economic infrastructure

• Transportation
• Energy
• Polution
• Complex governance

PLANET

Climate 
change

PROFIT

Economy

Urban
development

• Urban & spatial planning
• Innovative financing 
• Complex governance
• Exploitation of resources

• Room for rivers
• Saving natural values
• Coastal zone management
• Wetland restoration

• Robust solutions
• Adaptive strategies
• Resilience
• Integrated monitoring

• Risk communication
• Innovative forms of contracting 
• Finance/Reinsurance 

• Delta technology and -design
• New initiatives of infrastructure       

realisation
• Other topics

Managing
natural systems

Climate  
change
proofing

Risk 
management

Innovative 
delta projects

Asia
• Yellow River Delta, Tainjin Shi (China)
• Yangtze River Delta, Shanghai (China)
• Ciliwung Delta, Djakarta (Indonesia)
• Mekong Delta, Ho Chi Minh (Vietnam)
• Kanto Bay Delta, Tokyo (Japan)
• Red River Delta, Hanoi (Vietnam)
• Ganges Delta, Calcutta (India)

USA 
• Mississippi, New Orleans (USA)
• California Bay Delta, Sacramento (USA)
• Hudson Bay Delta, New York (USA)
• Everglades, Miami (USA)

Europe 
• Danube Delta, Sulina, (Romania)
• Rhine Delta, Rotterdam (Netherlands)
• Thames River Delta, London (UK)
• Elbe River Delta, Hamburg (Germany)
• Volga Delta, Moscow (Russia)

Africa
• Nile Delta, Alexandria (Egypt)
• Niger Delta, Lagos (Nigeria)

RESPONSE
Themes            Topics

Aquaterra Cases 
(Among others)

APPROACH: Integrated, socially acceptable, sustainable

PLANNING: Current practice, planned ideas, long term 
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Aquaterra will be preceded by a wide-ranging research project
on delta issues and responses, the results of which will form the
basis for the conference case studies. Along with the output of
the discussions between delegates in the case studies, the results
will also be processed in conference conclusions and the
Aquaterra ’09 Statement on Best Practices and Approach in delta
development. 

Second World Forum on Delta & Coastal Development



OVERVIEW & MAJOR THEMES
February 10, 2009

Plenary opening
Keynote(s)

Plenary sessions on five themes
moderated by industry professionals
• overview major themes 
• results of delta research
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• Hosted presentations
• Matchmaking
• Round tables
• Tradeshow

Plenary keynote(s)
• conference theme in perspective

• Hosted presentations
• Matchmaking
• Round tables
• Tradeshow

Plenary keynote(s)
• conference theme in review

Plenary sessions on five themes
moderated by industry professionals
• conference discussion
• conclusions

Closing Event
Contributions / Statement

PERSPECTIVE & PRACTICE
February 11, 2009

REVIEW & RECOMMENDATIONS
February 12, 2009

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE AQUATERRA 2009 - 2nd WORLD FORUM ON DELTA AND COASTAL DEVELOPMENT

AQUATERRA – A ‘WORKING CONFERENCE’

The conference starts with an overview, views on major themes and the results of the Delta

Research project. The outcomes will then be further analysed within delta case studies, 

resulting in conference recommendations and the Aquaterra ’09 Statement.
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www.aquaterraforum.com

Questions to delegates
What is the current response regarding your delta to the drivers
mentioned here? What ideas for the future are currently in planning
and what is your (organisations) vision for the long term? What 
difficulties do you anticipate in terms of achieving integration, social
acceptability and sustainability?


